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BENZIE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 2 

www.benzieco.net 3 
 Peg Minster Chairperson   Lori Hill   Walter Roch von Rochsburg 4 
 Nena Bondarenko Vice Chairperson  Coury Carland  Evan Warsecke 5 
 Susan Zenker Secretary 6 
 7 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 8 
BENZIE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 9 

September 10, 2015 7:30 PM 10 
 11 

I. Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance at 7:32 p.m.  12 
 13 

II. Roll Call of Planning Commissioners: Minster, Zenker, Carland, Roch von Rochsburg, Warseka. 14 
Quorum present. Hill arrived at 7:45 p.m. Bondarenko arrived at 7:47 p.m.  15 

   16 
III. Motion to approve Agenda moved Warseke, seconded Roch von Rochsburg, all ayes, motion 17 

passed.  18 
 19 

IV. Motion to approve Regular Meeting Minutes from August 14, 2015 moved Carland, seconded 20 
Warseke, all ayes motion passed.  21 

 22 
Public Input – None 23 
 24 

V. New Business-   25 
A.  Benzie Summit – a couple of meetings have been held, the venue and date are TBD 26 
(tentatively Oct. 30 or Nov. 4). Sparks says he purposely stayed away to let the townships have a 27 
say. The topics are not finalized yet. The next meeting is 9/17 at 10:00 a.m. Room 206 in the 28 
Government Center.  29 

 30 
VI. Unfinished Business 31 

A. BCPC Goals and Objectives 2015 Guideline List Discussion Update for 2015 – these have 32 
been updated. Minster reviewed the timeline and goals that are pending and those that have 33 
been met.  34 

Hill arrived.  35 
B.       BCPC Statutory Timeline Discussion Update for 2015 – Minster reviewed the timeline 36 
goals that are pending and have been met.  37 
Bondarenko arrived.  38 
C.       Planning Commission Monthly Budget Report - Carland requested approval to 39 
become a member of the Michigan Assocation of Planners (MAP). His rationale was that the 40 
cost of membership plus the conference is less than the cost of the conference for non-41 
members.   42 
 43 
Motion to adjust the amount approved to an additional $150 for Carland to attend the 44 
MAP conference, Citizen Planner course plus membership moved Warseke, seconded 45 
Bondarenko, Role call vote: Carland- abstain, Hill- aye, Minster- aye, Zenker- aye, 46 
Bondarenko – aye. Motion passed. A discussion about the hotel costs. Carland will submit 47 
hotel costs for reimbursement.  48 
 49 
Budget Process Status for 2015-2016 – The budget went to the board on Tuesday. They set 50 
the budget based on the hearings done by the Finance Committee. It is online for public 51 
comment.     52 
 53 
D.       Planning Commission Reorganization – Karl Sparks suggested a reorganization 54 
session after the Master Plan process, which should drive the PC role and responsibilities. 55 
Minster added that is one of the reasons for the focus group and the MP update is to give the 56 
PC some definite goals and strategies. Sparks emphasized that the starting place is the 5-year 57 



 

 

plan to determine what the commission is going to do besides a CIP (Capital Improvement 58 
Plan). Sparks doesn’t see deliverables coming through or being used. Minster thought the EDC 59 
report would also be a good resource. Sparks began thinking about these things after a recent 60 
grant request for infrastructure to allow the expansion of Crystal Mountain. It did not involve 61 
either the Joint PC or County PC and he didn’t understand why something that big didn’t go 62 
through the vetting process of a site review.  Minster surmised that some of the rationale might 63 
have been the need to rush it through for approval before the snow flies. Bondarenko asked 64 
Minster why Crystal Mountain didn’t go through the township. Minster responded that it 65 
precluded the Zoning Ordinance. [The grant was written as an Infrastructure grant that needed 66 
the approval of the County board. She added that it was changed to job training, which allows a 67 
rate below minimum wage.]  68 
E.       Master Plan Committee Update and Discussion – The Focus Group kickoff meeting is 69 
at the Mills Community House next Wednesday, September 16th. The Survey Results are in. 70 
The Survey and the outcome of the Focus Group meeting will be on the agenda at the next 71 
meeting.  72 
F.       Deleted - County Server  73 
G.      EDC Report – Carland reported that they interviewed for openings and two were 74 
appointed. The chair is Bill Merry who was involved with the formation of the Benzie EDC. The 75 
other applicant is Ron Harrison who has grant-writing experience. An EDC meeting has been 76 
scheduled for the end of October.  77 
H.      Brownfield Authority Update  - Bondarenko reported on the last meeting, which focused 78 
on grants. They are going to resubmit a grant to the EPA. Bill Merry is also a new member of 79 
the Brownfield Authority. Bondarenko solicited ideas for projects.  80 
I.        Benzie School Update – Hill reported that an Emergency Special Meeting of the school 81 
board was held a week before school started to discuss a budget shortfall due to fewer 82 
enrollments. They eliminated 2 teacher positions, 1 part-time and one full-time. 42 students was 83 
a big shortage. Some of the shortage was due to fewer migrant children enrollments; a loss of 84 
6th graders during the transition to a different school but most of the shortfall came from 85 
kindergarten. Frankfort is also down with only 24 students in the kindergarten class.  86 
J.       Parks & Rec Commission Update - Walter Roch von Rochsburg reported on the last 87 
meeting with HARP. They have been in contact with the DNR who has expressed interest in a 88 
52-acre site. The focus with trails is to talk to Manistee and GT counties about linkages. The 89 
Rec Plan is going through the approval process with the DNR. Commenting on Hill’s report, he 90 
added that this is a Midwest issue. We are shutting down infrastructure that we can’t replace 91 
due to regulations. With robotics and technology and paperless world, there are going to be 92 
some big hard bullets and changes coming.  93 
K.     Intergovernmental Communication/Coordination Update – The entire county is being 94 
engaged with the Master Plan process. The survey responses were geographically diverse. We 95 
will continue to keep trying to get people engaged. Bondarenko referenced the Herring Lakes 96 
Watershed questionnaire and that hydrology and cultivating these relationships is important as 97 
well.  98 

 99 
VIII. Presentation of Correspondence 100 

A. Park & Rec Minutes 101 
B. Road Commission Minutes 102 
C. Conservation District Report  103 
D. The Little Betsie GEM from the DNR 104 
E. Networks Northwest re: Focus Group  105 
F. Surveys turned over to Networks Northwest 106 

 107 
IX. Presentations and Announcements 108 

Lakes to Land Report. Sharron May reported on the Lakes To Land meeting held on the 109 
previous day. The L2L Farm and Food System Assessment won an award for Excellence in 110 
Planning and Economic Development that will be presented at the Michigan Association of 111 



 

 

Planners Conference. May will also co-present a workshop at the conference. May also reported 112 
on the progress of the M-22 Pure Michigan Byway designation project, Food and Farm System 113 
project, Zoning project and Trails project and three new project opportunities. Phase II will focus 114 
on implementation. For minutes, go to www.lakestoland.org. 115 

 116 
 117 

X. Public Input – Items On or Off the Agenda, within the Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction 118 
Jim Evans referenced Agenda Item K, Intergovernmental Cooperation and suggested engaging 119 
the communities by finding the email addresses for Supervisors or PC chairs and sending out 120 
packets and electronic surveys. He offered his congratulations on the Food and Farm Award. 121 
After a disclaimer that he was not representing Joyfield Township, he pointed out their township 122 
completed an entire Master Plan for a couple hundred dollars vs. $8,060 spent on an update. 123 
Referring to Carland's remarks about being a voluntary board, he commended Joyfield 124 
Township's truly voluntary board and the many duties they perform without reimbursement or 125 
compensation. 126 
  127 

XI. Motion to adjourn moved Bondarenko, seconded Carland, all ayes, motion passed. 128 
Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.  129 


